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WHAT PERCENT OF THE OAKLAND
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT'S
BUDGET IS FROM THE STATE?
The Oakland Unified School District (OUSD) receives the
majority of its general funds, 79 percent, from the state.
The rest of the district's budget, 22 percent, is from federal
and local sources. These general funds are used to pay for
the district's K-12 education expenses.

LOCAL CONTROLFUNDING
FORMULA (STATE) $357.1 M

FEDERAL
REVENUE
$47.2 M

67%

spending $10,291 per pupil.

California spends per pupil.5

WHAT IS THE STATUS OF THE
SCHOOL DISTRICT’S BUDGET?
• As of March 30, 2017, OUSD had a budget deficit
of approximately $8-10 million for the current
school year.

• OUSD budgeted about $535.1 million in general funds for
the 2016-17 school year.6

• OUSD planned to spend $14,760 per student in 2016-17.7
• The Alameda County Office of Education changed the

2016-17 General Funds By Source**
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District's First Interim Report certification from a Positive
status to a Qualified status, indicating the District may
not meet its budget obligations for the current or next
school years.

• OUSD will likely dip into its "reserve" or emergency funds,
which may make the reserve fall below California's
requirements.
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HOW DID THE SCHOOL
DISTRICT REACH THIS STATUS?
• In the previous school year, 2015-16, special education, early childhood education, and child nutrition services
went over budget by $3.9 million. The overages from these programs were paid for with funds from the current
school year's budget, 2016-17.
• OUSD projected an increase in student enrollment for the 2016-17 school year, but enrollment declined.
The budget was not adjusted by a $3.2 million decrease as needed to reflect the decline in enrollment.
• Special education expenses did not decline as projected by the district, leading to the program requesting an
additional $5 million, over the amount budgeted, to cover its expenses.
• OUSD had fewer staff vacancies in 2016-17 than projected, which means less money was saved through
unfilled positions.
• There were also challenges calculating new salaries following salary increases and the raise in Oakland’s
minimum wage.

WHAT IS THE SCHOOL DISTRICT
DOING TO RECOVER?
CURRENT SCHOOL YEAR (2016-17)

• In January, the district implemented a spending limitation protocol with the goal of recovering $8-10 million
to balance its budget and build a reserve. The protocol put limits on the use of school and central office
discretionary unrestricted budgets (funds for supplies, new contracts for services, and new personnel).
The district only recovered approximately $2-3 million from the spending limitation protocol.
• In March 2017, the district realized that it needed to cut $8-10 million just to balance its budget. The district has
been implementing several strategies to reduce expenses including extending the spending limitation
protocol, and reducing the usage of overtime, substitutes, extended contracts, reimbursements, and utilities for
all schools and central sites.

UPCOMING SCHOOL YEAR (2017-18)

• It is estimated that OUSD could cut more than $23 million from next school year’s budget. Many of these cuts are
to the central office, with some direct effects on students and school sites.
• OUSD was planning to spend $14,760 per student in the 2016-17, the same amount as this year.8

California Budget & Policy Center: www.calbudgetcenter.org
PolitiFact California: www.politifact.com/california
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EdSource: www.edsource.org
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California Budget & Policy Center: www.calbudgetcenter.org
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Vermont, Rhode Island, Alaska, Montana, New Hampshire, Wyoming, Connecticut, Delaware, Michigan and New Jersey
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California Budget & Policy Center: www.calbudgetcenter.org
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This data is as of 2016-17 second interim and includes just General Fund.
7
This data is as of 2016-17 second interim and includes budgeted General Fund spending includes transfers in and out.
8
This data is as of 2016-17 second interim and includes projected General Fund spending including transfers in and out identified in the
multi-year projection.
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*Data on the Oakland Unified School District’s Budget are from the district’s presentations and reports to the school board. Including the District’s 2016-17 Budget
Presentation on June 29, 2016, the Second Interim Financial Report - FY 2016-17, 2017-18 Budget Prioritization Guidelines and OUSD Budget: 2016-17 Update.
** Percentages add up to more than 100 due to rounding.

