DISTANCE LEARNING DURING COVID-19 CLOSURES:

WHAT PARENTS CAN EXPECT
(A summary of the agreement between OUSD and Oakland Education Association 04/07/20)

What is distance learning?
“Distance learning” means instruction in which the student and teacher are in
different locations. Methods could include on-line instruction, take home packets,
phone calls, emails, text reminder applications, and other means of
communication.

What will instruction look like?
Teachers are encouraged to use innovative strategies to teach material that is
aligned to grade level standards. New content should be introduced.
Direct service/instruction may be either live or pre-recorded. Teachers will be given
the choice to use their professional judgment in the best method of delivering
instruction that is developmentally appropriate and culturally responsive to the
needs of their students.
In addition, teachers should be available for: virtual office hours, sharing progress
with students and families, and providing feedback to students.

How much time will my child be engaged in distance learning
on a given day?
Daily engagement varies by grade level, see graph below.

How often will my child receive individual supports from their
teacher?
On a weekly basis, teachers shall inform parents and students of their availability
to provide support and clarification via email, text, and/or other virtual platforms.
Teachers shall have weekly contact with students and secondary may opt for
bi-weekly contact due to their caseload of students.
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Will my child be given assessments?
State tests have been suspended. Teachers are encouraged to use online
assessments to inform teaching and learning, to keep students and parents
informed of student progress or areas for improvement.

Will my child receive a grade?
Letter grades will not be given. For grades 6-12, students will receive either a “credit”
or “no-credit” score for the coursework they complete. For elementary grades,
teachers are expected to complete the comments section of the report card only,
without assigning grades.

What if my child does not have access to technology?
Students who don't have access to technology shall receive alternatives to the
teacher & district designed distance learning plan. No student will receive a grade
of “no credit” due to lack of access to technology and/or language support as well
as other COVID-19 related mitigating factors such as homelessness, foster youth
status, loss of employment to student or household family members, illness, etc.

Will I continue to receive communications in my home language?
Yes, the district should develop a plan to ensure that all communication with
students and parents is in their home language.

If my child has an IEP, what types of services will they receive?
Your child should receive adapted lessons/work to meet their needs collaboratively
designed between special education teachers and core content teachers.
You should also expect continued partnership with case managers and IEP teams
via virtual IEP meetings.
School psychologists, counselors and speech teachers shall provide services as
described by Federal and State guidelines during the Covid-19 context. These
services may be conducted via email, telephone, or other virtual tools, as
appropriate.

For more Covid-19 resources and ways to help visit: bit.ly/GOcovid19

