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After two years of disrupted learning, some OUSD schools are seeing tremendous 
results for students who were most impacted by the pandemic. New data shows* 
that while our city’s literacy crisis is real, there are bright spots — schools that are 
dramatically accelerating learning for students who need it most.  

Citywide, only 3 in 10 Black and Latino students were reading on grade level at 
the end of last year. This year however, some schools are supporting their students 
to achieve one or more years of growth in a matter of months according to 
recent i-Ready assessment results. Standardized tests were canceled for the past 
two years which means we’ve been in the dark with very little data on student 
learning. This is the first glimpse we have of how quickly schools are getting 
students back on track.

This report highlights the top ten OUSD elementary schools showing 
substantial reading growth for Black and Latino students, as well as English 
Learners. We’ve examined the percent of students who increased at least 
one placement level in this short time since Oakland schools resumed
in-person instruction. We’ve also provided comprehensive lists for you to 
see how your elementary school is doing to support reading growth for 
Black and Latino students, and English Learners. 

Over the last year, GO Public Schools has advocated for OUSD to adopt a 
consistent assessment to measure student learning — one that gives families 
and teachers timely feedback on student progress and allows us to compare 
performance across grades and schools. We applaud the district’s recent move 
to administer the new i-Ready assessment across all elementary schools as well 
as their commitment to sharing these results regularly with families. Approximately 
93% of students are taking these assessments and families have access to the 
results which means they have an honest sense of how students are learning
and growing. 

INTRODUCTION

Schools have transitioned to a new, more rigorous literacy 
curriculum that pushes students to think more critically, read 
more challenging texts that prepare them for the future. 

The district launched a three-year plan with improving 
elementary literacy as its first pillar.

*Due to data limitations, this report contains OUSD data only. Oakland public charter 
schools use different assessments rendering comparison difficult 

In addition to adopting this coherent assessment system, OUSD has also 
taken other bold steps to address the literacy crisis that is holding too many 
students back. Specifically,

District staff regularly share literacy progress to the school 
board and the public at large. This level of transparency 
and accountability is what students and families deserve. 
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TOP TEN OUSD SCHOOLS ACCELERATING GROWTH FOR BLACK STUDENTS

Several community organizations and local universities joined the Oakland 
NAACP’s demand for better literacy practices last year, emphasizing that for 
Black students in particular, “low reading scores undermine their chances in life.” 
Oakland’s literacy crisis – educators and advocates argue – is fundamentally a 
civil rights issue.

The OUSD schools accelerating reading growth for Black students deserve our 
attention. What strategies and interventions are most responsible for Black student 
success? How can these efforts be scaled?

For one Oakland parent, it starts with students being able to see themselves in 
what they learn.“I never saw myself or Black people reflected in my education,” 
she shared, but she credits intentional curriculum and extracurriculars with helping 
Black families and students feel seen, supported, and celebrated. 

“We are doing work to continuously adapt our curriculum to make sure our Black 
students feel seen .. if we were to apply the curriculum as it came to us there would 
be very little representation.”
- OUSD Educator

https://www.newswire.com/news/oakland-naacp-and-co-petitioners-demand-changes-to-reading-program-to-21342190?_ga=2.174010851.1996809141.1615917124-323740482.1615917124
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Latino students are the largest ethnicity subgroup in OUSD, making up about 44% 
of the total student population. Latino, as defined by the district’s Latino Student 
Achievement initiative, is the label used to describe ethnic descendants of 
Central and South America, Mexico, and the Caribbean Islands.

Over the years, Latino students in Oakland have shown slight gains in test scores, 
but the fact remains that only 3 in 10 Latino elementary students are reading on 
level*.

Achieving reading proficiency – especially by the end of third grade – has been 
increasingly linked to outcomes like improved proficiency in other subjects like 
science and math, and increased high school graduation rates. What can we 
learn from the schools showing impressive growth in this area?

TOP TEN OUSD SCHOOLS ACCELERATING GROWTH FOR LATINO STUDENTS

*Based on OUSD’s spring 2021 i-Ready results. 

“Transparency with students has been 
key. After their assessments we share the 
data with them and say ‘these are areas of 
growth that we need to work on.’ In addition 
to staff doing the data dive we do a lot of 
work to communicate with students and 
families. We get students really excited 
about their own growth.”
- OUSD Educator 
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For the 11,508 English Learners (ELs) in OUSD, the pandemic presented a myriad of 
challenges – the loss of English language development among the most critical. 

Students, families, and educators alike agree that the return to in-person 
instruction has greatly supported EL growth, in large part because of 
the opportunities to practice the language with peers in settings like the 
playground and the classroom. 

The i-Ready data offers a chance to better understand the impact of the 
pandemic on ELs and highlights where district and site leaders may turn to for best 
practices in supporting EL success.

TOP TEN OUSD SCHOOLS ACCELERATING GROWTH FOR ENGLISH LEARNERS 

“Pre-pandemic, when content was in English, as a teacher I 
could walk around the room to pods to check in and translate 
to get a ‘dip stick’ of where kids are at. With distance learning, 
there was a desert of checking for comprehension that at best 
was through facial expressions and at worst with no input in the 
case when the cameras were off.” - OUSD Educator 

“I am so happy that we have some data. We’ve really been in 
the dark. What really has been the impact of remote learning? 
We have lots of questions and now we can look for answers.”
 - OUSD Educator 



WHICH OUSD ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS ARE BEST SUPPORTING THEIR STUDENT’S LITERACY?
Winter 2022 i-Ready Assessment Growth

Source: i-Ready Growth Dashboard, ousddata.org

LEGEND
Top 10 Above OUSD Average
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